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Joseph Bernard "Joey" Lopez

MAY 9, 1960 - JAN 24, 2026

oseph Bernard “Joey” Lopez, 65, passed away on January 24, 2026, in Tucson,
Arizona, the city where he was born and spent his life.

Born on May 9, 1960, in Tucson, Joseph—affectionately known as Joey—was a joyful soul with a
good heart and an unforgettable personality. He grew up with a developmental disability but
never let that define or limit him. From an early age, he demonstrated resilience and
determination that would become hallmarks of his life.

Joey is lovingly remembered by his siblings: Rachel Lopez (Alex), Rosanna Hugo, Armando Lopez
(Judy), Marcia Calkin, Mario Lopez, Gerard Lopez, Marisa Lopez, Christina Lopez, Martin Lopez,
and Anissa Lopez. He was preceded in death by his father Richard D. Lopez; mother Alicia Lopez;
sister Anna Marie Munoz; and brother Richard G. Lopez.

Joey attended Gump School, part of Duffy Elementary, as well as Urquides and Howenstine
Education Center. His educational journey laid the foundation for a strong work ethic that carried
him through decades of employment across various industries. His first job was at Eric’s Ice
Cream in the early 1980s. He later worked making adobe bricks in Marana and held positions at
El Conquistador Hilton Resort and La Posada Green Valley Senior Living. His final role was with
Jim Click Nissan for 10 years, where he proudly declared himself the number one sprayer in the
detailing department—a title he wore with pride until health challenges made it impossible for
him to continue working.

Despite those challenges, Joey defied expectations time and again. Though doctors
recommended hospice care on more than one occasion, he beat the odds and gifted his loved
ones six more years filled with laughter, stories, and love.

Joey had an adventurous spirit and a zest for life. He traveled extensively to places like New York,
Las Vegas, Colorado, Canada, New Mexico, and even embarked on a Disney Cruise to Alaska. He

also enjoyed countless camping trips that brought him closer to nature and those around him.
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He was an avid fan of Star Wars and Raiders of the Lost Ark, and he loved watching shows like
Walker, Texas Ranger, MacGyver, and Star Trek. Bowling was one of his greatest joys—so much so
that he competed in the Special Olympics—and it remained a cherished part of his life. His dog
Koda, lovingly nicknamed Lalo, was his guardian angel and healing companion, never leaving his
side and faithfully keeping watch over Christina.

Known for his outgoing personality and playful sense of humor, Joey was a character in every
sense of the word—a prankster with countless stories from his youth who brought joy to those
around him.

May Joseph Bernard “Joey” Lopez’s memory bring comfort to all who knew him and serve as a
reminder of a life lived with courage, humor, and heart.

A Rosary will be held on February 26, 2026, from 10:30 AM to 11:00 AM. A Memorial Mass will

follow from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM at Our Lady of Fatima Church (1950 Irvington PL.), with a
reception afterward. Guests are welcome to dress in UofA attire or red and blue colors.
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Alex Lopez posted:

When | was very, very young, my parents and | lived for a short time at that huge house way out on
the far west side of Tucson. |loved it there, seeing all of my aunts and uncles getready for
school, etc. | had a lot of fun there.Sometimes when Joey arrived home from school, | would ask
him to make me a large cup of Kool-Aid. | was too little to make it myself. | would patiently wait
while | watched him putice into the cup, then the Kool-Aid mix, and then the sugar and water. By
then my mouth was watering. | always noticed he rarely made a cup for himself. Well, | realized
why.Right before he would hand me the cup of the cold, refreshing Kool-Aid, he would "test" it. He
would gulp down at least half or more of the cup and leave me with a little bit. Of course, | would
be upsetat him.But now I look back and laugh.Sleep easy Joe.

February 25 at7:177 PM

Christina Lopez shared an album called Joey.

February 11 at 5:17 PM
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Christina Lopez shared 7 photos and 2 videos to the Joey album. February 11 at 5:17 PM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Joseph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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